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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – July 21, 2021 
Whitcomb Hall  

17 Main Street, Swanzey, NH 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Sylvester Karasinski, at 5:30 p.m. at Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, 
Swanzey, NH.  Present were Selectmen Sylvester Karasinski, Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. and W. William Hutwelker III. 
Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder. Zoom 
ID  867 9750 4029 or join by phone 1-929-205-6099. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
State Representative Jennifer Rhodes, Cassie Eaton, Jim Jarzabek, Marcy Jarzabek, Code Enforcement Officer 
Mike Jasmin, Fire Chief Will Gould, Public Works Director Joe DiRusso, Michael York, Roy Faulkner and Jimmy 
Tempesta.  
 
MINUTES  

 The regular Minutes of July 7, 2021 were considered. There was a motion by Colby to approve the 
regular meeting Minutes of July 7, 2021. There was a second by Hutwelker and no further discussion; 
all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 The Non-public Minutes of July 7, 2021 were considered. There was a motion by Colby to approve the 
Non-public Meeting Minutes of July 7, 2021. There was a second by Hutwelker and no further 
discussion; all were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion was made by Colby to approve the Consent Agenda. There was a second by Hutwelker.  There was a 
brief mention of the departures of staff.  All were in favor.  Motion passed.  

 Payroll Manifest 

 Payables Manifest 

 Abatement Recommendation for Eversource 

 Raffle Permit #2021-11 – Northern Lights Allstars  

 Personnel Action Report(s)  
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
There was no public input at this time. 
 
NOMINATIONS 
Nomination of Cassie Easton to the Conservation Commission 
Cassie introduced herself. She has been a resident of Swanzey for 11 years. She saw that the Conservation 
Commission was looking for members in the Swanzey Uncovered newsletter that was mailed to her house. She 
said she was looking to get more involved in the community and is interested in conservation. She stated she 
looked back at the minutes to see what the commission has been working on.  Branley asked about the 
meeting times and Eaton stated she could make the Monday meetings at 4 p.m. 
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The Board considered Cassie Eaton for the Conservation Commission.  
 

Motion was made by Colby to appoint Cassie Eaton to the Conservation Commission with a term 
ending with Town Meeting 2023. There was a second to the motion by Hutwelker and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 
State Representative Jennifer Rhodes 
Rhodes introduced herself. She was elected in November and replaced Brue Tatro. She stated she is on the 
Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee. She gave an overview of what the committee does. She was also 
elected to be the clerk on the committee. She stated there were hundreds of bills that went before the 
committee. She mentioned a few bills from her committee that passed into law.  Rhodes stated the $13.5 
billion State budget passed. In that budget was matching grants for body cameras. The fund was set up as a 
revolving fund to absorb the coast of the daily operations and not just for the purchase. She then talked about 
the American Rescue Plan Act and Swanzey will be receiving $755,859.00. The monies do have to be requested 
and can be used for infrastructure, broadband and other needs.  
 
Representative Rhodes mentioned that Selectmen Karasinski took her around town to show her some of the 
storm damage. She also mentioned that she was hired as the Town of Winchester Welfare Director and 
Swanzey’s Human Services & Resources Coordinator Edna Coates has been a great resource to her.  
 
Jim and Marcy Jarzabek – Wilson Pond Water Testing  
Marcy Jarzabek has asked if the Town would be willing to fund or assist with funding the water testing at 
Wilson Pond. Jarzabek said the Wilson Pond Association membership has been dwindling and is getting older.  
She mentioned they test three times a year, June, July and August. Jarzabek said they hold fundraisers like 
raffles and yard sales to pay for the yearly testing which costs $360.00. She mentioned that she met with the 
Conservation Commission about this and they suggested she talk to the Board of Selectmen.  Jarzabek stated 
they will continue to do the testing and bring the sample to Concord they just need help financially.  Hutwelker 
asked if we have a contact with EAI, Branley said we do not. Branley stated the State does the testing at 
Swanzey Lake and the Town only used EAI in 2020 because the State was not testing due to COVID-19.  
 
There was a consensus to pay the $360.00 starting in 2022. 
 
Pine Grove Mobile Home Cooperative Board 
Representatives from the Pine Grove Mobile Home Coop board wanted to discuss 82 Diane Drive. Roy 
Faulkner the Vice President of the board spoke and wanted to discuss the lien for back taxes and the options 
for the property. Faulkner wanted to know what the Town’s plans were for the mobile home.  Branley said in 
general the Town does not take ownership of properties if we are going to have to pay lot rent. Faulkner 
stated the home is inhabitable and the park is getting complains about the critters, he stated it is a health 
hazard.  Branley asked if the owner owes lot rent and was told he was paid up until July, because that is when 
he was told the Town was going to deed the home. Jimmy Tempesta stated they are trying to get the park in 
better shape and they have a waiting list and would like a decision fast so they can replace this home with a 
new one. Faulkner stated their budget has taken a hit because they have had to pull a lot of homes out. He 
said they had to pay $20,000 to pull out the homes from the fire a few years ago.   
 
Karasinski stated Pine Grove Mobile Home Coop board should work with Town staff to come up with a plan.  
   
NEW BUSINESS 



 
Town of Swanzey Board of Selectmen  Approved Minutes 
July 21, 2021 
Page 3 of 5 
 
 
 

Richardson Park Restroom Schematic Design 
Branley stated we issued a request for proposals to provide design work for new restrooms at Richardson Park.  
We received one proposal from Michael Petrovick PLLC and staff recommends we move forward with this firm. 
   

Colby moved to award the Richardson Park Restroom Schematic Design project to Michael Petrovick 
Architects PLLC, authorize the Town Administrator to sign contract documents, and authorize the 
expenditure of up to $4,000 from the Recreation Facilities Improvements Capital Reserve Fund. There was 
a second to the motion by Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Home Based Business Application Map 24 Lot 40 
The application is for a gift shop with country and primitive decorations at 65 Old Richmond Road.  
Colby moved to approve the Home-Based Business Application for Map 24 Lot 40. There was a second to the 
motion by Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Letter of Resignation – Becky Karush Community Power Committee 
 

Colby moved to accept with regret the resignation of Becky Karush from the Community Power 
Committee. There was a second to the motion by Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Upper Wilson Pond Dam Project Update 
Branley stated after the public informational meeting the Board discussed whether it made sense to test the 
soils for contaminants.  Branley stated he learned it is better to pick a path for the dam before doing the soil 
testing.  Both Branley and DiRusso recommended this route.  Hutwelker asked if we know how deep the silt is. 
DiRusso stated he does not know, he mentioned the minimal likelihood of contaminates. Hutwelker asked if 
we have an understanding of what it will look like if the dam is removed. DiRusso said he has seen pictures of 
dam removals in Vermont and is pleased with the water flow. There are steps in place to prevent wash out. He 
also stated you will be able to see the water moving when you pass by the area. Hutwelker asked if a diversion 
dam gives us the ability to help with flooding. Branley said we do not have much ability to divert water.  
 
DiRusso said Otter Brook controls the flow and they were sending a lot of water. Karasinski said the dam at 
Lower Wilson Pond held up to the high waters well. DiRusso said if we had another couple of hours of rain we 
would have had more damage, Old Richmond Road would have been bad DiRusso mentioned. DiRusso stated 
we didn’t have any structural damage to the road just damage to the shoulders from the heavy rains.  
 
Hutwelker asked if the board wanted more interaction with the residents or wait for more information before 
moving on a decision. Branley said a decision needs to be made unless you have questions to ask the engineer.  
Hutwelker asked how wide the diversion dam narrows when it opened up wide. DiRusso described the 
Diversion Dam and how it functions.  DiRusso stated he would get pictures of dam removals in Vermont to 
show the board. He said there is a lot you can do with landscaping. There was a question about land ownership 
if the dam is removed and the water footprint of the pond is reduced. Branley said he would need to 
investigate the dam deeds further because they are very convoluted.  Hutwelker also asked if the dam was 
removed if there would still be fishing opportunities.  DiRusso believes there will be because the water will still 
be flowing but he will check with the engineer.  
 
Karasinski asked about funding for both options. Branley stated we received a grant for the engineering work, 
2/3 of the funds came from FEMA. The prices for removal ranges from $300,000 - $800,000; the higher end of 
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the ranges includes possible wetlands mitigation and removing contaminated soils. The price for repairing the 
dam is $1.3 million.  
 
Colby suggested the board waits to get the answers about the fishing, land ownership, and the pictures of 
other dam removal projects and the Board agreed.  
 
Request to use Thompson Covered Bridge for a private event 
Branley stated he spoke to Elizabeth Fox and she had no knowledge of private events on the bridges while she 
was with the Town.  She was not aware of closing any of the coverage bridges for private events.  Branley also 
was waiting to hear back from Hoyle & Tanner about the continuous weight that would be on the bridges if 
this event was approved.   
 
The consensus from the board is to deny this request. Branley asked Administrate Assistant Fraunfelder to let 
the requester know of the board’s decision.  
 
Engine 2 Repair 
Branley stated at the last meeting the Board asked him to see if there were funds available in the budget to 
pay for the fire engine repair.  Branley stated the money for the repair could come from the money that was 
budgeted for Cheshire TV which is $45,000 and $30,000 from insurance pans changing, totaling $75,000. There 
was a consensus made to repair engine 2. 
 
NON-PUBLIC SESSIONS 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3, II(a) the dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public 
employee or the disciplining of such employee 
 

Motion was made by Colby to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II((a) the dismissal, 
promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee, seconded by 
Hutwelker.  All in favor by Roll Call and the motion passed. The Board entered nonpublic session at 
6:30 p.m. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker III, and Sylvester Karasinski.  Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to come out of non-public session, seconded by Hutwelker. All in favor by 
Roll Call and the motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:40 pm. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes because divulgence of the information likely would 
affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a member of this Board, seconded by 
Hutwelker. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to express support for Fire Chief William Gould, seconded by Hutwelker. 
All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3 II(b) Hiring of a Public Employee  
 

Motion was made by Colby to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II(b) Hiring of a Public 
Employee, seconded by Hutwelker.  All in favor by Roll Call and the motion passed. The Board entered 
nonpublic session at 6:40 p.m. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker III, and 
Sylvester Karasinski.  Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley. 
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Motion was made by Colby to come out of non-public session, seconded by Hutwelker. All in favor by 
Roll Call and the motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:45 pm. 
 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes because divulgence of the information likely would 
affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a member of this Board, seconded by 
Hutwelker. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(a) dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee or 
the disciplining of such employee 
 

Motion was made by Colby to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II(a) dismissal, 
promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee seconded by 
Hutwelker.  All in favor by Roll Call and the motion passed. The Board entered nonpublic session at 
6:45 p.m. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker III, and Sylvester Karasinski.  Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to come out of non-public session, seconded by Hutwelker. All in favor by 
Roll Call and the motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:50 pm. 
 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes because divulgence of the information likely would 
affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a member of this Board, seconded by 
Hutwelker. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Colby. The motion was seconded by Hutwelker without further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jenna Fraunfelder 

Jenna Fraunfelder 
Administrative Assistant 
     
Approved on August 4, 2021   


